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He wos siven q Toble Tennis Set for his 13th birthdoy I

And thot wqs the beginninq of the omozing coreer of Michoel Szobodos!
The croz,e thot coptured the youns Szobodos hos certoinly poici dividends I

He wos hoiled os o child prodisy when he first ployed in the Budopest
Clubs, qnd wos given every opportunity then to develop his gome, the gcrme
which now in{luences thot of every enthusiost in Austrolosio to-doy.

In 1929, soon ofter his 16th birthdoy, qfter becomins Hunsory's Junior
Chompion the previous yeor, he wos rcted No. I in the world, o meteoric
rise in ony field of sport. Thot yeor he wos runner-up in the World Singl,es,
Iosing to Fred Perry (yes, of tennis fomel). He hcrd come throuqh thot yeor's
mcjor tournoments with flyinq coiours, only to lose in the {ourth set in t}r.e

Finois.

Two yeors loter, he goined the crowrr ond won his {irsi World Sinqles
titie, ofter vrinning the Enqllsh qnd Hungqrion Chompionships, olso ln stroiqht
sets. Three iimes ofter thot he wos runrler-up, losing eoch time in the filth
set io his Ie}low-country mon, Victor Bornq, wlth whom he hod olreocly
twice won the World Doubles Chompionship. This {czmous poir won th:s

'6Vent oitoqether ..r.rr tl6.es. Then, with Miss Morie Mednyonsky, Szobodos
won the worlci title in the Mixed Doubles on three occosions, qivinq hin,
ot the oge of.25, a toiol of 1l world titles. Durlng his nine yeors of competiti.ve
ploy-except for his "bod seoson" in 1930, he wos rqnked either No. I or
No. 2 in the world.

tn 1g37, he
this visit, which
in this country,
Austrolion tiile,

Since 1937, when he lost sow his own country, the gome hos token hiur
to mony countries, nomely, South Africo, Indio, Chino, lopon, New Guinecr,
Mcrloyo, Jovo ond South Americo. But, ofter spending olmost six monihs
of eoch yeor, {rom the qge of 17, in Enqiond, it wcrs not unnqtural for hirn
to return to Austrolio to mqke his home ond so, in I93g, he begon on IB
months' tour of South Austrolio, Victorio ond New South Woles.

The Bockground of Michqel Szsbqdos

wos invlted to Austrolio by the Aust. T. T. Associotion. Orr
hod o tremendous crnd Jor-r.eochinq in{iuence on the gqme
he ployed in the Austrolon Chompionships, winninq the

to odd yet onother io his 76 internotionol titles.
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In 1941, he opened his Acodemy in Sydney, ond in

he hos hondled mqnT thousonds of ployers.

During the wor yeqrs, when he wos in Sydney,
exhibitions for the Red Cross ond the Forces, thes.e
him mony more friends.

the seven yeors since,

Szobodos gove mony
Gppeorqnces brinsins
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Overture

,,LET'S 
START THE SHOW"

PRESENTED BY THE ENSEMBLE

r^,.iih Lovely VMAN THOMPSON ond IVAN DIEDRICH

3 The compere Introduces Austroriq's Rodio Fovouite IoHHNy AsHcRoFT

4 "IMPRESSIONS oF A MAN ABour rowN" os seen by IVAN DIEDRICH

5 MELODIOUS MOMENTS _ with IACK ATLAN

6 HiT TUNE PARADE OF 1948

7 HILLBILLY ANTICS with IOHNNY ASHCROFT

- ,,TRANK 
SWINATNA"

B In Person -

I HAWAIIAN MEMORIES ond the -DANCE OF ALOHA-

iNTERVAL

10 OVERTURE MUSiCAL MENRY,GO-BOUND

I
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] 1 TABLE TENNIS ODDITIES

12 We Introduce

MICHAEL

ANDERSSEN

to
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Presented by
SZABADOS and ANDERSSEN

SAY GOOD NIGHT

K]NG

SZABADOS

A MUSICAL ]NTERLUDE

TABLE TENNIS TANTRUMS

]T'S A PITY TO

GOD SAVE THE

In o Speciol Chollenqe Motch

with IACKPOT qn_/CBACKpOT
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1948 INTERNATIONAL

TOUR DIRECTOR
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Pictured ot left is the fqmous
Szobodos demonstrqting one of
his clossic trick shots during q
novelty motch with phil
Anderssen.

Below:

A irio of lovely Austroiion Tivoli
sirls exhibit interest in the non-
cholont style used by Szobodos
during his recent sensotionql
theotricol tour of Austroliqn
copitol cities.
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TABLE TENNIS TOUR

TOUR MANAGER

GEO. DAVIES
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At the risht, Phil Anderssen is
seen using on unusuql method
of ployinq toble tennis. This
shot ond others, perfected by
Szobodos ond Anderssen, hove
mode them the world's leodinq
novelty shot teom.

Below:

Whilst qn qnnouncer describes
his ploy, Szobodos ossumes q
iook of complete boredom. This
photogroph wos tcrken recentlY
Jor q "Pix" series.
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Sqlient Poinls for BeEinners
By MICHAET SZABADOS

Toble Tennis demqnds thol the ployer uses the very b.est o{ equipment.
The doys of the sondpoper bot okin to plng ponq hcve vonished, trr'd .o*prqcticoily without exception the competition toble tennis ployer uses the
rubber-covered bot. By using the rubber bot the ,.....o.y spins-topspin,
chop, etc.-cqn be leornt qnd mqstered.

. {grghcni G.ip. To soin the moximum of power ond controi, the bot
is held by whot is commonly known os the tennis srip. with the thumb firmly
on the bock of the bcrt ond the index ond second finqlrs spreod sliqhtly opc;t
on the {qce of the bot, grip the bot firmly between th.e thumb ond the ftre-
finqer. when moking the stroke, the pressure on the thumb is reloxed ond
pressure exerted by the two fingers on the bock ol the bot.

Forehqnd Drive. You stort the shot obout one foot behind the spot wher,e
the boli bounces, using very 1iitle bock swing. The bot is held on on Gveroge
verticql ond should be level with the heiqht the boll bounces. Then with o
forwcnd movement of your orm, hit the boll; (in lown tennis you hit the boll
in the centre of the bcrt, but for the toble iennis lorehond the boll should be
hit in a position between the centle ond the botiorn edse of the bot) ond then
Iollow through with your orm, finishing the stroke well obove your heod.
A Few don'ts:-
(l) Don't rush your forehond drive. The mojority of ployers when soing to"kill" o boil, rush their shot, the lonqer yor- porl.. the more 

"peed 
you

octuolly obtoin in your stroke.
(2) Don't concentrcrte on too much bock swing; the most importont movement

is the forword move of your qrm when you hove mode contoct with thebqll ond th,e follow throush. \Mith too much swins the drlve will be
inconsistent.
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AUSTRAIIANHOPE...

. . Phil Anderssen

Twenty-seven yecr old Phil Anderssen
hos only been ployinq Toble Tennis for
seven yeors, but in thot time, under the
guidonce oJ Michoel Szobodos ond os
his portner, he hos proven himself in
world closs. Anderssen's home is in the
fqr north of Queenslond, where the sport
is not over populor os yet, but durinq the
Iost few yeors he hos mqde Sydney his
bose, in order to concentrote fu11y on
the sport.

This unossuming young othiete hos qiso
coptured chompionship honours in three
other sports, qnd only recently refused
severql enticing offers to proceed to
Americq qnd turn professionol. Szobodos
clqims thot Anderssen will eventuoiiy
become World's Sinqles Chompion.

The qccomponying pictures show hin
(ot riqht) prior to the commencement o{ o
motch; ond (below) in"foslmovlng cction
ployinq three bolis ot once wj.th the
fomous Szobodos.
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Detqils of the 1948 lnlernqtionql Tour

:*'"-
The current Dominion-wide tour of present being undertqken by Szobtd'68re"-*---.a;,

ond compony wos plonned severql yeqrs qgo foliowing ihe exhibitions he
\," gove in copitol cities here en route to Austroiiq from Americo. Since thct

('toi^i time he hos ployed in every city ond moin centre in Austrqlio.

The Domlnion tour embroc.es more thon 100 towns ond cities from

Dorgoville in the north to Invercorsill in the south.

v Following oppeoronces in New Zeolond, the compony plons to leqve 1or
N^r

South Africo for o six months' seGSor); olter which no de{inite plons hove
os yet been formuloted.

One thing ls. eviderrt tours of this noture vzill do much tc {urth-^r

the spori in the countries visited.'Alreody demonds hove been mode by
New Zeqlond towns which hcrve not be.en included in the present itinerory
lor o visit by the Szobodos compony.

At o loter dote it is interided to repeot the Dominion seoson, which, b--/*
,.+,*. . ; 
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-.1*-:*-t%sdfiuters fe6'll wiii be eaqeriy owoiLe-a by enthusiosts in o1l centres.
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TABTE TENNIS PLAYERS

Ask Your Sports Deqler For

SZABADO S
EQUIPMENT
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